
I read a story the other day that I would like to share with you.
Johnny was his parents' pride and joy. A very bright, creative, and contented little boy, he
began kindergarten with his parents' certainty that he would flourish. At the end of the first
week, Tommy brought home pictures he had colored. His mother and father beamed at their
son's obvious talent. They were, however, a little curious as to why Tommy's drawings were all
done in black crayon. Even so, they said nothing. Another week passed. Tommy brought home
more pictures, technically correct and endearing. But each of them still in black.
"Perhaps he is color blind," his father said. "We should get his eyes checked."
"No," his mother responded. "Tommy could name all the colors by the time he was two. But I
will take him for a checkup."

The pediatrician said, "There's no need to worry. Tommy is healthy in every way."
As the weeks passed, and the pictures continued to come home in black crayon, Tommy's
mother felt unglued by anxiety. She made an appointment with a child psychologist, who
conducted numerous tests and referred Tommy for brain scans but finally resigned, baffled in
the end. "Your son is an intelligent learner. Perhaps he needs more challenging activities."
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By Thanksgiving, the refrigerator displayed Tommy's black pictures, black dogs chasing a
black ball in a black field, black houses, black suns, black airplanes, and a black turkey.
Everything black.
Tommy's grandmother, visiting for the Thanksgiving holiday, noticed (of course) all of her
grandson's black drawings. She immediately asked Tommy, "Honey, why are all your
drawings done in black crayon?"
"That's easy, Grandma," the boy answered. "My chair is at the end of the table, and by the
time the box of crayons gets to me, the only ones left are black."

 When I read that, I laughed out loud. And I am always grateful for the gift of laughing out
loud. It is a beautiful reset button.
The absence of laughter is a sign of a lack of hope. Laughter to me is also a reminder not to
take myself too seriously and to take God more seriously. That life in Christ is a life of
confidence and joy. It is a good reminder that we are still loved by an extraordinarily
compassionate and benevolent God.
And the absence of laughter is also a reminder of how easily we can go off the rails and be
victims of our presuppositions or wrong thinking. It is like selective blindness where we see
only what we want to see.
It reminds me of the dean's speech at the school where Patch Adams studied medicine
"We're going to train the humanity out of you and make you something better. We're going
to make you doctors." 

In essence, they were going to take joy and laughter out of the students.
And there is a danger that we can do the same when life needs to be perfectly ordered and
everything fit into a box. It is easy to miss the joy of anything outside the box, the gifts of
surprise, wonder, gladness, joy, delight, grace, and laughter.
Jesus unnerved His disciples when He spoke in parables. After the parable, the disciples
would comment, "That's a nice story, but what does it mean?"
You know, life would make more sense if we "understood" life completely or at the very
least could explain it. But what if Jesus' parables and His Word are not about “getting” the
truth? What if the parables and His Word are about letting the truth "get you?"

The fact is that life in Christ is a life of confidence and joy and that we are loved by an
extraordinarily compassionate and benevolent and grace-overflowing God. Oh, and by the
way, I think the lesson of the story is; if you want to get to the bottom of any story, ask
Grandma.

Andy Morgan
Pastor
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 HEY, did you read “Read All About Them” on the Missions bulletin board? If you didn’t
take a look, see what is going on in their ministry and how you can pray for them.

We support nine missions: Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry, Habitat for Humanity, Hesed
House, Intervarsity (Anne Miller), Medical Benevolence Foundation, Memphis House of
Prayer (Don and Sharon Lee), Mission Aviation Fellowship, Serge (Jason and Heather
Fader), and Wayside Cross Ministries.

Over the next three months, we will share some information about each of the missions.
This month: Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry, Habitat for Humanity, and Hesed House.

1) Aurora Food Pantry is committed to providing nutritious food relief to the
community in a humanitarian and compassionate manner. They have two ways people
can use the Pantry – Weekly Distributions – go to the Pantry on Jericho Road and access
fresh, nutritious food. People may visit the Pantry once a week or Pantry To-Go. This
program is designed to help get a box of food to supplement people who are unable to go
to the pantry. 
I remember before COVID the shopping cart that was in the hall and we would bring
donations. We still support the effort of this ministry and have people who go and work
at the Pantry, we have drivers who pick up food and bring it to the Pantry, and we also
have the opportunity to give a monetary donation on the 2nd Sunday of each month.
Add it to your giving and mark for Aurora Food Pantry.

2) Habitat for Humanity is a new mission we are supporting. Habitat for Humanity is a
non-profit affiliate in the Fox Valley community. They are dedicated to eliminating
substandard housing locally and worldwide, and work in partnership with people of all
faiths and races to develop communities for people in need by building and renovating
houses while creating homeownership opportunities based on the premise of providing
a hand up, not a hand-out. As an affiliate, they are a grassroots organization that is
independently operated under the greater Habitat Covenant. They independently
coordinate all aspects of Habitat home building in our area with fundraising, building site
selection, partner family selection and support, house construction, and mortgage
servicing. 

MISSIONS



ESSE – Adult Day Services
Ecumenical Support Services for the Elderly since 1982
www.esseadultdaycare.org

ESSE offers a safe, nurturing environment enabling adults to participate in cognitive and
physical activities throughout the day while caregivers receive the much needed respite
that is deserved.

Supported by churches throughout the western suburbs, ESSE has nurses and
professional staff along with volunteers who encourage participation in activities.
Morning and afternoon snacks are provided, as well as a hot meal supplied by Quality
Catering. A monthly caregiver support group is also open to the community.

An ESSE group is meeting at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church across the street from
Westminster. For any questions or information regarding half or full day rates and
financial assistance through the State of Illinois, contact ESSE at 630-260-3773. 

MISSIONS

Habitat  for Humanity was founded on the conviction that every man, woman and child
should have a simple, durable place to live in dignity and safety, and that decent shelter
in decent communities should be a matter of conscience and action for all.

3) Hesed House mission is to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless
and give people the chance to hope again. It is a national model for ending homelessness
– one person, one family at a time. It is the culmination of nearly three decades of
strategic evolution from a formerly acceptable model of “eats and sheets” to a
Comprehensive Homeless Resource Center', a campus of centralized highly skilled
professionals collaborating to provide the tools necessary to help individuals and
families break free of the shackles binding them to homelessness.

We hope this helps you get a feel for our missions and why we support them. Watch for
more to come in future newsletters.

Beverly Gonzalez for the Mission Team

ESSE – ADULT DAY SERVICES





The WPC Book Club will meet on
Tuesday, March 21st, at 1:30 PM .The
book for discussion will be Team America
by Robert O'Connell. If you were not at
the February meeting you may pick up a
copy to read before the meeting in the
church office. The Book Club is open to all
that wish to come and join the discussion.
 
"From national bestselling author and
acclaimed military historian Robert L.
O'Connell, a dynamic history of four
military leaders whose extraordinary
leadership and strategy led the United
States to success during World War I and
beyond.

By the first half of the twentieth century,
technology had transformed warfare into
a series of intense bloodbaths in which
the line between soldiers and civilians was
obliterated, resulting in the deaths of one
hundred million people. During this
period, four men exhibited unparalleled
military leadership that led the United
States victoriously through two World
Wars: Douglas MacArthur, George
Patton, George Marshall, and Dwight
"Ike" Eisenhower; or, as bestselling author
Robert O'Connell calls them, Team
America.

O'Connell captures these men's unique
charisma as he chronicles the path each
forged--from their upbringings to their
educational experiences to their storied
military careers--experiences that shaped
them into majestic leaders who would
play major roles in saving the free world
and preserving the security of the United
States in times of unparalleled danger.
O'Connell shows how the lives of these
men--all born within the span of a decade-
-twisted around each other like a giant
braid in time. Throughout their careers,
they would use each other brilliantly in a
series of symbiotic relationships that
would hold increasingly greater
consequences.

At the end of their star-studded careers
(twenty-four out of a possible twenty-
five), O'Connell concludes that what set
Team America apart was not their ability
to wield the proverbial sword, but rather
their ability to plot strategy, give orders,
and inspire others. The key ingredients to
their success was mental agility, a gravitas
that masked their intensity, and an almost
intuitive understanding of how armies in
the millions actually functioned and
fought. Without the leadership of these
men, O'Connell makes clear, the world we
know would be vastly different".
(Goodreads)

UPCOMING EVENTS
BOOK CLUB



Due to asbestos abatement, it is going to be necessary to completely close the
church building down from March 6 through March 14. This includes Sunday,
March 12. Watch for announcements.

 
HOLY WEEK/EASTER SERVICES

 
Palm Sunday   April 2   10:30AM

Celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem as Holy Week begins
 

Maundy Thursday    April 6   7:00PM   
We will gather for a combination Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Service

celebrating the Last Supper and commemorating the passion and death of our Savior,
Jesus Christ.

 
Easter Sunday   April 9   10:30AM  

Come and rejoice and celebrate in the victory of Jesus over death!
 

There will be special music and the spoken Word at each of these services



Join us every Sunday in
the Sanctuary at 10:30 or
watch Facebook or our
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