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SAVE THE DATE
Hanging of the Greens

Upcoming Performances

Sunday, November 20
Immediately after church

Patriotic Concert
Sunday, November 6, 3:00 PM, in the
Sanctuary, with reception to follow in Family
Life Center.

We are keeping it casual this year so bring
your own sack lunch. We will provide
drinks and cookies. Let's gather in the
FLC for fellowship and food. The
decorating should take about an hour.
There are jobs for everyone even if you
think you aren't crafty! We always have
fun!

Christmas Music Service
Sunday, December 18, at 10:30 AM, in the
Sanctuary, with reception to follow in Family
Life Center.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Saturday, December 24, 4:00 PM, in the
Sanctuary.

S'MORE FUN AT THE FARM
It was an October day that you dream about in autumn.
47 of us gathered for hot dogs, singing and s'mores by
the fire pit. But the best part was the fellowship with
friends!
A big thank you to Ed Huss for being the most gracious
host. His farm has the best fire pit surrounded by
swings. Thank you too to Gary Gapinske and Jeff Stutes
for the guitar and harmonica music. And a huge round
of applause to Jan Medgyesi and her fellowship team
for making sure everyone left with full bellies and a
smile on their face!

MISSIONS
The Mission Team is excited about beginning another year of spreading the gospel locally
and around the globe.
We want to keep you informed on our missionaries, who they are and where they serve. At
this time, we support eight different missions, listed in alphabetical order:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry
Hessed House
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (Anne Miller)
Medical Benevolence Foundation
Memphis House of Prayer (Don & Sharon Lee) Serving in Memphis & India
Mission Aviation Fellowship
Serge (Jason & Heather Fader) Serving in Burundi, Africa
Wayside Cross Ministries

Please check out the Missions bulletin board for notes, letters and updates from our
missionaries. The bulletin board is in the east end hallway across from the choir room.
Shared with the Evangelism team.
Also please keep our missionaries in your prayers.
Beverly Gonzalez for the Mission Team

A SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
A Service Opportunity: If you can knit or crochet and
would like to make prayer shawls or lap robes for W.P.C.
church family members who are unable to attend services
because of illness or other circumstances, we would be
delighted to have them available in our church office. Thank
you for your gifts. Prayer Team.

TURN OFF THE NOISE
As many of you know, three of my friends
and I rode our motorcycles down the
Great River Road to New Orleans. One of
the men wanted to stay on Bourbon
Street with a balcony facing Bourbon
Street, so we booked a room on Bourbon
Street. I didn't realize what that would
mean when we got into our rooms. I might
have noticed that they provide earplugs
on the night table by the bed. The noise
level at night was like nothing I had ever
heard before. You felt assaulted by noise
from every direction, lasting until four in
the morning.

As I reflected on the noise from the street,
I thought about the noise of our day. The
noise and dissonance in our world can be
overwhelming. I don't think many people
would argue with that. Articles and
surveys have been written recently about
the groundswell of loneliness and
downheartedness leading to a lifeless
spirit in our world. A lifeless spirit is
another way of saying, “something that
seems to be missing”. And it takes a toll.
Of course, the problem is that this
"something" is often unknown.
Add to that, if a person is at all insecure
about their well-being, security, and who
they are, they can be blinded by public
opinion, social media pressure, and mob
mentality. In short, it is easy to lose our
way.

Okay, let me be honest. It is easy for me to
lose my way. And here's how I know when
I am losing my way. I lose my way when I
judge and exclude, withhold grace or
empathy from others, or forget the power
of kindness. When I lose my way, I
wonder, did supply chain shortages and
inflation change the price tags that
determine what we value or, more
importantly, the value of people?
I constantly hear about people feeling
exhausted, worn-out, depleted and
disconnected, detached and disengaged.
These feelings result from overload,
distraction, and diminished trust from
fear and projection. I think at these times,
it's essential to pause and push the reset
button. Shut off the external noise and
hear God's still, small voice.
An ad for the Humane Society had this
caption above an adorable puppy and
kitten: "It's who owns them that makes
them important." Our well-being is about
who or what owns us. So when we feel
disconnected and overloaded, let's
remember who holds and loves us.

TURN OFF THE NOISE CONT.
There is a story about a bad car accident
on a busy street. A person from one of the
vehicles lay in the street, needing medical
assistance. A young woman bends over
the body. A man rushes over.
"Move away, please," he tells the woman.
"I've had CPR training. Let me handle
this."
He pulls out his training manual.
After a minute, the young woman taps
him on the shoulder and says, "When you
get to the part about calling a doctor, I'm
already here."

Knowing that God is still in control and
that He is orchestrating the
circumstances for His greater purpose,
we have the privilege of being a part of
His purpose. When we do that, we realize
that grace is alive and well. And when
grace is alive, it is active. Kindness
becomes actual. And when kindness
happens, it impacts our lives. When one
opens themselves to acts of kindness, life
feels more hopeful, optimistic, and
humane. It's that simple.
Andy Morgan - Interim Pastor

We are often like the overzealous person
with some training ignoring the doctor
standing next to us. We can't administer
CPR to ourselves, but Christ is right there
saying, “When it is time to call on Me, I am
right here.”
So. Let us return to the truth of who we
are: loved, forgiven, empowered, and
filled with the Holy Spirit and His fruit.
Then we can grow fully into the person
God would have us become, unlimited by
all the noise around us.

B.C. AND A.D.
A while ago I read a short article in Our Daily Bread, Sept. 10, 2022, about Constantine, the
Roman emperor who “instituted the calendar we use, dividing all of history into B.C. (before
Christ) and A.D. (anno Domini, or “in the year of the Lord”).” While reading it the thought
occurred to me that the B.C. and A.D. can also apply to our own individual spiritual life; a
time when knowing Christ was not a part of our life (B.C.) until something changed and He
became our life, our focus (A.D.)
During our B.C. life, we may have grown up in a Christian family where going to church on
Sunday was normal and attending Sunday school was fun. We learned about Jesus and the
Bible and were exposed to Christian values at an early age. As we grew older, went to
college, got married, had job and family responsibilities, doubts arose as to where church fit
into the picture and for some it fell out of the picture completely. (Their B.C. life choice)
For others, we continued with our church, grew in our faith, attended services, participated
in Bible studies and other opportunities the church had to offer and served where and
when we were needed. (Our B.C. life choice) Through all these experiences we were
nurtured by some wonderful pastors, made friends who mentored us along our faith
journey, and grew in our knowledge and understanding of the Bible. At some point along
this continuum we could say, “Now I’m in my A.D. walk with Jesus." For some this point is
very gradual and non-specific. For others it may be very specific, like a lightning flash. It
doesn’t matter. What matters is that you know in your heart, mind, and soul that Jesus is
there.
Be reminded also that for thirty years Jesus was with his earthly father who was a
carpenter, teaching Jesus the skill of his trade and also taking Him to the synagogue to
study the Old Testament scriptures. God was preparing Him. Then after 30 years of
preparation Jesus was ready for His ministry. Are you?
My prayer is that we continue to grow in our walk with Christ, that He lives within our
heart, and we with Him in the A.D. part of our life.
W.P.C. offers ways for you to grow and serve.
dkp prayer deacon

UPCOMING EVENTS
BOOK CLUB
The WPC Book Club will be meeting on
Tuesday, November 15th at 1:30 PM in
the West Conference Room. Our book for
discussion will be The Ride of Her Life by
Elizabeth Letts. A copy of the book can be
picked up in the church office so that you
can read it before the meeting. All are
welcome to join for the discussion.
"The incredible true story of a woman
who rode her horse across America in the
1950s, fulfilling her dying wish to see the
Pacific Ocean, from the #1 New York
Times bestselling author of The Perfect
Horse and The Eighty-Dollar Champion .
In 1954, Annie Wilkins, a sixty-threeyear-old farmer from Maine, embarked on
an impossible journey. She had no
relatives left, she'd lost her family farm to
back taxes, and her doctor had just given
her two years to live--but only if she lived
restfully. He offered her a spot in the
county's charity home. Instead, she
decided she wanted to see the Pacific
Ocean just once before she died. She
bought a cast-off brown gelding named
Tarzan, donned men's dungarees, loaded
up her horse, and headed out from Maine
in mid-November, hoping to beat the
snow. She had no map, no GPS, no phone.
But she had her ex-racehorse, her faithful
mutt, and her own unfailing belief that
Americans would treat a stranger with
kindness.

Between 1954 and 1956, Annie, Tarzan,
and her dog, Depeche Toi, journeyed
more than 4,000 miles, through America's
big cities and small towns, meeting
ordinary people and celebrities--from
Andrew Wyeth (who sketched Tarzan) to
Art Linkletter and Groucho Marx. She
received many offers--a permanent home
at a riding stable in New Jersey, a job at a
gas station in rural Kentucky, even a
marriage proposal from a Wyoming
rancher who loved animals as much as she
did. As Annie trudged through blizzards,
forded rivers, climbed mountains, and
clung to the narrow shoulder as cars
whipped by her at terrifying speeds, she
captured the imagination of an
apprehensive Cold War America. At a
time when small towns were being
bypassed by Eisenhower's brand-new
interstate highway system, and the reach
and impact of television was just
beginning to be understood, Annie and
her four-footed companions inspired an
outpouring of neighborliness in a rapidly
changing world." (www.goodreads.com)

November Birthdays
1. Nohl, Kendra
1 Waitt, Lauren
7 Welsh, Sue
8 Gonzalez, Beverly
16 deChaud, Stevie
17 Michels, Carol
20 Fechner, Audrey
20. Schultz, Amber
27 Phelps, Ted
27 Vickers, Darlene
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Join us every Sunday in
the Sanctuary at 10:30 or
watch Facebook or our
Website

