
Fred Rogers ("Mr. Rogers") referred to the world-renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma as one of the
"great appreciators of our world. It seems that people always walk taller after they have an
encounter with him. The only thing that's larger than his talent is his heart."

Mr. Rogers tells the story about a day he was privileged to sit in on one of Yo-Yo Ma's cello
master classes. "During that master class, one young man was struggling with the tone of a
certain cello passage. He played it over and over, and Yo-Yo listened with obvious interest.
Finally, Yo-Yo said, "Nobody else can make the sound you make." That young man looked at
Yo-Yo Ma and beamed.  What a gift those words were not only to that cellist but to
everyone who was there. “Nobody else can make the sound you make."
 
Try to imagine a world, a community, a church where it was filled with great appreciators
and encouragers. Where people could see each other or themselves through Mr. Rogers'
lens, or better yet, see each other and themselves through the eyes of Christ and be not only
great appreciators but also great encouragers. Knowing that everyone matters to God and
that inside everyone, there is a gift that makes us unique and contributes to our lives.  

WPCWESTMINSTER NEWS
T H E  O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  

W E S T M I N S T E R  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

MAY 2023

GOD'S RESERVOIR



GOD'S RESERVOIR , CONT.

 In the movie Jaws, there is a tremendous scene where the local sheriff is in a boat chumming
for an elusive great white shark. And out of nowhere, it appears. The shark is gigantic, more
enormous than the crew imagined possible. They are understandably terrified. The sheriff
says carefully, "We're going to need a bigger boat." 

I love the concept of thinking of our "boat" as a reservoir. A reservoir of strength, resolve,
grace, and love, which assures us we cannot be undone by life's cruelty or unpredictability.
Today many people need bigger boats.

When my boat is too small, I choose to be afraid.  I close my heart. I withhold appreciation, 
 encouragement, and forgiveness. I focus on what I think I deserve.

Living as a great appreciator is not based on what "I deserve," as if life must yield or bend to
my wishes. Living as a great appreciator is living from a bigger boat (heart). It begins with
faith in God; loving God because He first loved us; loving and serving others; seeing a need
and filling it; and having a heart of gratitude.

We live this way only when we are truly
free, a freedom that comes in a right
relationship with God through Christ.

That journey begins when we allow
ourselves to fall into God's grace, love,
and forgiveness. 

Andy Morgan
Pastor



 THE POIGNANT QUESTION

“Music is what our feelings sound like.” I love this quote that I found on Pinterest several
months ago. Music truly affects and expresses our feelings. Just think what a difference
it would make if the scores of the background music for the movies Mary Poppins and
Jaws were mistakenly switched. That would seem ridiculous. Jaws wouldn’t seem nearly
as frightening for me if they just changed the music.
 From the beginning of time, humankind has used their voices to sing praises. They have
beat out rhythms on drums or beat sticks together to communicate. They learned to
carve out little wooden flutes and to string small harps, and gradually refined their skills
and developed numerous instruments to express a multitude of skills and a range of
emotions through a wide variety of music.

A few weeks ago, we celebrated a wonderful Holy Week of Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, and Easter with beautiful music and meaningful readings during our worship
services. Weren’t we blessed by all this beauty? But during the readings, there was one
question that was asked that left its mark on me. The question was “Why did Christ
suffer all the pain, ridicule, betrayal, indignation, denial, and physical abuse while He
hung on the cross?” The answer as I recall it was, “because He knew that someday we
would suffer the same things.” That answer grabbed me. I thought about it. Had I ever or
would I ever suffer those same things? Yes! As I thought about it, I knew that all the
events of Holy Week were God’s plan for our salvation, but in addition to that was the
idea that we ( I ) would also suffer just like Christ suffered. This was a new idea for me
(and maybe for you also).

Be that as it may, let’s count our blessings, for there is suffering all around and within us.
Let’s pray for those who are truly suffering. Let’s pray for those who are so surrounded
by hurt, pain, envy, jealousy, and evil that they cannot appreciate the beauty of music or
of a small flower struggling its way through a crack in the sidewalk, and never see God in
the small, simple things.

Dian Poochigian, Prayer Deacon



EASTER DOINGS
Westminster was "hopping" with activities as we celebrated Christ's Resurrection!  

Palm Sunday brought palms and special music. The Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service offered
the opportunity for us to share in the celebration of the Lord's Supper and contemplate The Seven
Last Words from the Cross through words and beautiful music. Easter Sunday dawned bright and
beautiful as we decorated the Living Cross in the narthex and greeted each other with "HE IS RISEN,"
and "HE IS RISEN INDEED."



WPC MISSIONS
The past two months we have shared six of the missions we support as a church. The Aurora
Interfaith Food Pantry, Habitat for Humanity, Hesed House, InterVarsity (Anne Miller), Medical
Benevolence Foundation and Memphis House of Prayer (Don & Sharon Lee).  This month we will
share information about Mission Aviation Fellowship, Serge (Jason & Heather Fader), and
Wayside Cross Ministries.
 
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF)  for 75 years has used aviation to share the love of Jesus
Christ with isolated people who are yet to hear the Gospel.  Airplanes are highly effective tools
used to deliver help and hope to places where there are no airports;  where the terrain is rough,
where an airstrip may be a crude clearing through a jungle or on the side of a mountain. There are
no roads, no doctors, and no 911.  The help that is needed is blocked by raging rivers, vast deserts,
or insurmountable mountains.  If you or someone you love is sick or injured, and the nearest
hospital is a 3-day walk away, you’re thankful for MAF and a 10-minute flight that can mean the
difference between life and death.  

MAF airplanes help bring the love of God in tangible ways to thousands of isolated communities
around the world.  Their flights carry medical supplies, Bibles, building materials, and emergency
food in times of crisis. They also transport national pastors, teachers, relief workers, doctors and
healthcare workers who conduct medical clinics for people who would otherwise never see a
doctor.

Their Vision:  to see isolated people changed by the love of Christ.
Their Mission:  Serving together to bring help, hope, and healing through aviation.

SERGE - Grace at the Fray(Jason & Heather Fader)-   Serge Missionaries around the world are
spreading the gospel in creative and innovative ways such as proclaiming the gospel through
medicine. The SERGE missionary doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, surgeons, and
other health professionals are showing the love of Jesus through hands-on medical care where it is
most needed, setting up public health programs to prevent disease, and equipping national health care
workers to do the same for future generations.
The Fader’s are serving in Burundi, in Central Africa, at the clinical teaching faculty for medical
students who attend the medical school at Hope Africa University.  Jason,  Assistant Medical Director
for Kibuye Hope Hospital, is one of  ten general surgeons in the country of Burundi.  This calling is an
opportunity of tremendous potential to train and disciple African medical students who will be leaders
of this underserved, impoverished, post-war nation.

Their Vision:  Movements of grace reaching all people, renewing all believers, and restoring all
things for the world's good.
Their Mission: Laying down our lives together for the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by establishing
churches and transforming communities.



WPC MISSIONS
Wayside Cross Ministries- For 95 years, Wayside Cross Ministries has been committed to breaking the
chains of poverty, addiction, abuse, and despair. Every month, they serve hundreds of men, women, and
children, providing them with a safe environment, recovery and transformational programs, job training
and mentorship. Today, the vision continues…by the Body of Christ and through the power of God, they
have evolved from one ministry to six distinct, vibrant Bible-based, Christ-centered divisions focused on
transforming lives of men, women, youth, and children.

Their Vision: To be a Christ-centered ministry pursuing excellence through transformed lives for 
God’s glory.
Their Mission: To honor God by loving and serving the afflicted and powerless through sharing the
Gospel of forgiveness and hope in Jesus Christ by empowering them to be disciples of Christ.

It is our hope you have learned some things about our missionaries and know as believers we are helping
to reach the world for Christ! 

Beverly Gonzalez, Deacon for Mission Team 

BOOK CLUB
The WPC Book Club will meet on Tuesday, May 16th, at 1:30 PM
in the West Conference Room. Our book for discussion will be At
Home In Mitford by Jan Karon. You can pick up a copy of the book
to read before the meeting in the church library. The WPC Book
Club is open to all who wish to come and join the discussion. This
is the first novel in #1 New York Times bestselling author Jan
Karon’s beloved series set in America’s favorite small town,
Mitford. 
"It's easy to feel at home in Mitford. In these high, green hills, the
air is pure, the village is charming, and the people are generally
lovable. Yet, Father Tim, the bachelor rector, wants something
more. Enter a dog the size of a sofa who moves in and won't go
away. Add an attractive neighbor who begins wearing a path
through the hedge. Now, stir in a lovable but unloved boy, a
mystifying jewel theft, and a secret that's sixty years old.
Suddenly, Father Tim gets more than he bargained for. And
readers get a rich comedy about ordinary people and their
ordinary lives". (Amazon.com)

http://amazon.com/


MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBRANCE
Chuck Roys has worked with the Boy Scouts of America for over thirty years. He was in charge of the
troop here at Westminster until it closed in 2014, but continues to work with the national organization
still today. Chuck is a wealth of information about patriotic traditions. Here is what he shared as we
approach Memorial Day at the end of the month.

How to Display the American Flag

1.     The Flag should be raised and lowered briskly.
2.     The Flag should never be allowed to touch the ground.
3.     When hung on a pole extending from a building, the union stars are always away from the building.
4.     When hung over the center of a street the union stars will be north on an east/west street and east
on a north/south street.
5.     The Flag should be in the center and at the highest point in a group of state or local flags.
6.     The Flag should never be festooned, drawn back nor up. The Flag should always fly free.
7.     The Flag should be flown at half-staff until noon on Memorial Day, then raised to full staff.
8.     Never fly the Flag upside down unless as a signal of distress in instances of extreme danger to life or
property.
9.     The Flag is never flown in inclement weather unless using an all-weather Flag.
10.  The Flag can be flown every day from sunrise until sunset and at night if properly illuminated.

Chuck brought this to us through the VFW.  Any questions you might have on procedures he is sure to
help out. If he is not in Michigan, you can usually find him in the narthex before church while his wife,
Carole, is practicing with the choir.
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